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Polymers for the Medical Industry: Conference Chemicd and Physical Networks. Formation and
Proceedings Control of Properties

Rapma Technoloy Ltd., Shawbury 1999 108 pages, ISBN
1-85957-201-4£90.00

The utilisation of arange of polymer systensin the medi-
cd industy in the new millennium spars many applications.
Famiiar exampesincluding ‘vanishing surgial suturesfor
wound repair, novd drug delivery systens, synthetc grafts
for repla@mert of blood vesselslaboratory-giown plugs as
substitues for parts of vital organs (e.g liver, cartilage,
bones) attificial tendors ard ligaments The increased
use of polymes in suc biomedicd applicatiors presets
mary challenges biocomnpatibility performarte, in vivo
effects of polyme addtives preventimm of cortamination
within the assemby processand environmenta concerns
over sorre of the mog widely used polyme's suc as PVC.
Therisaneal to maintain awaraess of curren issues that
range from polyme production throudh to supply of medi-
cd devices.

Polymes for the Medicd Industly records papers
preserted at the conferene held at Church House Confer-
ene Cente in London Papes cove the whole spectum
acros the polyme to medicd device chain Specidist
polymes sut as polyurethae elastoners, PVC, and
metharylates are discussegogether with reviews spanning
the whole route from polyme prodiwction to medical
produwct. Key issues and challengs facing medica polymer
supplies, including environmeral issues posel by disposa-
ble devices are covered Twenty papes are included:
however three of thes are only in abstrat form, ard one
is a printout of slides presentd at the conference.

This publicaton is well presentd in A4 soft-backed
format (the ISBN numbe has been omitted from the booklet
itself). It is recommenckd as a broad apprasal of current
developnent and issues for anyore interestal in the field of
medial polymes.
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The Wiley Polyme Networks Group Review SeriesVol. 1;
K. te Nijenhus, W.J. Mij s (Eds.) Wiley, 1998 xxxiv + 540
pages, ISBN 0-471-97344-0£65.00

The Wiley Polymer Networks Group Review Series,
basel on papes preseted at the biemial Polyme Networks
Grow Internetiond Conferenesis aiming to give a clearer
ard cortinuing identity to the publications arising from the
conferences as well as bringing recen resarch develop-
ments in polymea networlks to a wider audence.

“Volume 1. Chemicé and Physicd Netwoks. Formation
and Contrd of Propertie$ cortains the proceedings of the
13th Polymer Netwolk Groyp Conferene, which was held
in Doorn, The Netherbnds The bodk is a state-ofthe-art
collection of papers which provide informaion on both
chamical and physicd netwaks, focussig on formaion
ard contrd of properties. Thes proceedhgs with 41 cortri-
butions hawe bee divided into seven sedions spaniing
themoreversble and biopolyme gels formaion of cova-
lent networks critical gels heterogneots gels; liquid crys-
talline netwaks; swelling of netwaks; and characterisaiton
of networks.

Recen trends in liquid crystaline and anisotrofpc
netwaks, nanosructures and new develogmentsin netwak
theory ard mocelling are well repregnted in the book New
methoalogy in characteisation of netwaks and netwak
formaion areincluded in many papes. Long-teem relations
with growing fields of application like optoelectronics and
biomaerials are descrbed, reflectng the industrid impor-
tance of polymeic mateials. “Volumre 1. Chemicé and
Physicd Netwoks. Formation and Contrd of Properties’,
which contans many excelert articles, will beinvaluable to
abroa range of sciertists making asignificart contibution
to the literature on polyme networks.
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